
 Page 1 

Carlton County 
Board of Commissioners 

ADJOURNED SESSION - Rough Draft  

Monday, January 25, 2016 
4:00 p.m. 

 

   The Carlton County Board of Commissioners met this 25th day of January, 2016, 
in Adjourned Session at the Carlton County Transportation Building. 
 
 Chairperson Proulx called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Members present:  
Bodie, Brenner, Peterson, Proulx, and Zmyslony.  Absent:  None.    
 
 The meeting opened with The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to approve 
the Agenda as amended. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve the Minutes of the January 5, 2016, Annual Board Meeting. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to 
acknowledge the retirement of a Financial Assistance Supervisor I position at the Public 
Health and Human Services Offices, and to authorize the refilling of this position. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Peterson, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve an up to twelve week medical leave of absence (approximately March 7 to May 
27, 216) for a Public Health and Human Services employee. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to approve 
the appointment of Megan Hebert to fill a vacancy (Third District Representative) on the 
Carlton County Recycling and Solid Waste Advisory Committee. 
 
 Motion by Zmyslony, seconded by Peterson, and carried by all yea votes to 
adopt the following resolution:  (16-008) 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B.301, Comprehensive Local Water 
Management Act, authorizes Minnesota Counties to develop and implement a local 
water management plan; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the local water management plan has been previously coordinated by the 
Carlton County Zoning and Environmental Services office; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the development and implementation can be completed by the Carlton 
County Soil and Water Conservation District; and, 
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WHEREAS, the Carlton County Soil and Water Conservation District is willing to accept 
the responsibility to develop and implement the Carlton County Local Water 
Management Plan; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Carlton County has determined that the continued implementation of a 
local water management plan will help promote the health and welfare of the citizens of 
Carlton County. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Carlton County will transfer the Local 
Water Management Base funds to the Carlton County Soil and Water Conservation 
District for implementation of the Carlton County Local Water Management Plan; and, 

BE IT THEREFORE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Carlton County Board of 
Commissioners resolve to delegate current local water management planning and 
implementation efforts pursuant to Minnesota Statute 103B.301 to the Carlton County 
Soil and Water Conservation District who shall report to the County Board on a periodic 
basis, effective until cancelled by one or both parties.  

Motion by Brenner, seconded by Peterson, and carried by all yea votes to 
accept the recommendation of the Carlton County Planning Commission and approve 
the following Conditional/Interim Use Permit with conditions as on file in the Zoning 
Office: 

No. 415010, Gregg Perkins, to operate a business which requires a Federal Firearms 
License on a property described as the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, 
Section Eight (8), Township Forty-eight (48), Range Nineteen (19) in Corona Township. 

 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to approve 
the nomination of Dan Belden, Thomson Township, to serve as the Carlton County 
Representative to the Minnesota Lake Superior Coastal Program Board. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Bodie, and carried by all yea votes to adopt the 
following resolution:  (16-009) 
 
WHEREAS, a class action suit was brought by the various American Indian Tribes 
against the United States Department of the Interior (Cobell v. Salazar); and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result of said suit, monies were made available to the various tribes to 
repurchase certain lands as distributed under the Dawes Act of 1887; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2015, the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa was included in 
said repurchase program providing for their ability to buy back undivided interests in 
certain tax forfeited lands within Carlton County. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to authorize and instruct the County Land 
Commissioner to proceed with plans to allow for the sale of certain undivided interests 
in tax forfeited lands within Carlton County. 
 
 Motion by Peterson, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to 
authorize the Land Commissioner to proceed with the acquisition (proceeds to come 
from the Tax Forfeited Fund) of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE ¼ 
of NE1/4), Section Twenty-six (26), Township Forty-six (46), Range Eighteen (18), 
Moose Lake Township. 
 
 Motion by Zmyslony, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to adopt 
the following resolution:  (16-010) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Carlton County Board of Commissioners does hereby 
authorize and approve the County Land Commissioner to submit an Ecofootprint Grant 
Application to the Minnesota Association of Resource Conservation and Development 
Councils.  The proceeds of said Grant will be used produce and make available a viable 
mix of merchantable timber species at sustainable levels within the County. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Board of Commissioners does hereby 
authorize and approve the use of Tax Forfeited Funds (or reserve funds) for the 
required matching funds as necessary. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Peterson, and carried by all yea votes to adopt 
the following resolution:  (16-011) 
 
WHEREAS the contract with Utility Systems of America, Eveleth, Minnesota, for SAP 
009-599-028, Blackhoof Creek Bridge L5877, Kelly Paulson Road, has in all things 
been completed and the County Board has been fully advised in the premises. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. That the Carlton County Board of Commissioners does hereby accept said 
completed project for and in behalf of Carlton County, and 

 
2. That the Carlton County Board of Commissioners does hereby authorize the 

County Engineer to make final payment in the amount of Eleven Thousand, Two 
Hundred Fifty-five Dollars, and Twenty-five Cents ($11,255.25) to the Contractor. 

 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to adopt 
the following resolution:  (16-012) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to enter into an Agreement by and between Carlton and St. Louis 
Counties with regard to a 6 inch wide Wet Reflective Epoxy Edgeline Project to be 
undertaken within their respective counties as defined in SP 088-070-045. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson, County Auditor, and County 
Engineer are hereby authorized to execute the necessary documents related to this 
Agreement. 
 
 Motion by Zmyslony, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to 
accept staff recommendation and approve the following Application for General 
Abatement: 
 
No. 1777 CS Performance LLC City of Cloquet Payable 2015 
 
 Motion by Peterson, seconded by Bodie, and carried by all yea votes to authorize 
the filling of a Deputy Appraiser position in the County Assessor’s Office. 
 
 Motion by Peterson, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to 
authorize the Carlton County Public Health and Human Services Office to enter into a 
Lease Agreement with Independent School District No. 97, Moose Lake, whereby the 
County will lease a building (316 Elm Street, Moose Lake) from the School.  The terms 
and conditions of this lease are on file at the Carlton County PHHS Offices. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve an amendment to the Carlton County Building Committee Bylaws (allowing for 
certain designee memberships).  These Bylaws are on file in the County Coordinator 
Offices. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to set the 
2016 salary for the Airport Secretary and Weed Inspector as follows: 
 
 Airport Secretary - $10,923 Weed Inspector - $5,280 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve the acquisition of Outcome Tracker Software for the Restorative Justice 
Program. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to enter 
into a Joint Powers Agreement by and between Carlton County and the Northeast 
Service Cooperative whereby the Cooperative will provide Group Employee Benefits for 
Carlton County and its employees.    
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to adopt 
the following resolution:  (16-013) 
 
WHEREAS, broadband, or high speed Internet, is essential today and increasingly 
essential for community vitality, including competitive economic development, 
affordable and quality health care, equitable education and effective government; and 
 

WHEREAS, vast areas of Minnesota and thousands of Minnesotans lack access to 
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affordable and reliable broadband services that meet or exceed the federal 
broadband standard of 25/3 Mbps; and 
 

WHEREAS, the long and short-term benefits of achieving our broadband vision will be 
spread widely across our entire Minnesota community while failing to reach our 
broadband vision will sentence some rural areas to second class status and 
permanent decline; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Carlton County Board of 
Commissioners adopts the Minnesota Broadband Vision and encourages the 
Minnesota Legislature and Governor provide sufficient leadership, resources and 
legal framework to ensure that the State of Minnesota achieves this vision by 2020. 
 
 Motion by Zmyslony, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve the appropriation of up to $1,000 to provide for the participation in a map 
production project by and between Carlton County, the City of Cloquet, and the Cloquet 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve a amendments to the Carlton County Policy Committee Operating Policy and 
Procedures (determining membership).  This Operating Policy and Procedures are on 
file in the County Coordinator Offices. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Peterson, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve a medical leave of absence (from February 1 through March 4, 2016), for an 
Information Technologies Office employee. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Bodie, and carried by all yea votes to adopt the 
following resolution:  (16-014) 
 
WHEREAS, the Carlton County Board of Commissioners did previously take action to 
grant an Economic Development Loan to AC Enterprises, LLC. for that certain property 
located at 131 Broadway Street, Wrenshall; and 
 
WHEREAS, said loan has subsequently gone into default; and 
 
WHEREAS, a final sale has been negotiated for the transfer of said property. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Carlton County Board of 
Commissioners does hereby authorize and approve the issuance of a Bill of Sale (for 
the remaining inventory) and a Partial Release of Mortgage so as to clear the title for 
transfer.   
 
 Motion by Zmyslony, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to 
approve the appropriation of $12,500 (from undesignated reserve funds) to facilitate the 
acquisition of AED Equipment and Maintenance.   
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 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to set a 
closed meeting, following regular business, to discuss pending litigation. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to adopt the 
following resolution:  (16-015) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED to acknowledge the receipt of the Minnesota Lawful gambling 
Premise Permit Application for the Esko Area Hockey and Skating, for use at the Esko 
Hockey Complex (Thomson Township) February 7, 2016, and to further approve the 
waiver of the 60 day waiting period.  
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to adopt the 
following resolution:  (16-016) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Carlton County Board of Commissioners does hereby 
accept a $25,000 grant from the Blandin Foundation.  The proceeds of this grant are to 
conduct a feasibility study to understand the options for improving broadband 
infrastructure and services within Carlton County as part of the Broadband Program in 
rural Minnesota. 
 
 A discussion was held with respect to the State of Minnesota County Program 
Aid Funding Formula; this item was referred to the Committee of the Whole. 
 
 Motion by Bodie, seconded by Brenner, and carried by all yea votes to approve 
the appointment of John Shipley to the Carlton County Extension Committee.  
 
 The Meeting was closed at 5:00 p.m., to discuss pending litigation. 
 
 The Meeting reconvened at 6:10 p.m. 
 
 Motion by Brenner, seconded by Zmyslony, and carried by all yea votes that this 
meeting be adjourned.  
 
Attest:   _______________________                        _______________________ 
             Paul G. Gassert                    Thomas Proulx                        
             County Auditor/Treasurer                              County Board Vice Chairperson 
 
 
 
 


