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To:  News Media 
 
From:  Pete Neumann, Emergency Management Coordinator 
 
Date:  April 13, 2015 
 
Subject: Severe Weather Awareness Week – April 13-17, 2015 

 
 
Are you ready for severe weather?  The Minnesota Department of Homeland Security Emergency 
Management (MN HSEM) has designated the week of APRIL 13–17, 2015 as “SEVERE WEATHER 
AWARENESS WEEK”.  Each day of the week will address a different and specific topic with the goal of 
giving the general public tips on how to reduce or avoid the risks and hazards associated with severe 
weather.  The topics and the days of the week they will be discussed are listed below.  Click each page 
link below for specific information about these topics, including factsheets, checklists, data and other 
resources. 
 

• Monday — Alerts and Warnings  
• Tuesday — Severe Weather, Lightning and Hail  
• Wednesday — Floods  
• Thursday — Tornadoes (with statewide tornado drills)  
• Friday — Extreme Heat  

 
As part of Severe Weather Awareness Week, there are STATEWIDE TORNADO DRILLS SCHEDULED FOR 
THURSDAY, APRIL 16 AT 1:45 P.M. AND 6:55 P.M.  During these drills, the National Weather Service 
offices in Minnesota and Wisconsin will issue simulated tornado warnings. All county sirens are 
expected to sound and NOAA Weather Radios will sound alerts.   
 
Why Severe Weather Awareness Week?  According to the National Weather Service, Minnesota 
experiences an average of 40 tornadoes per year.  In 2012, 37 twisters touched down.  A record was set 
in 2010 with 104 tornadoes across the state.  Understanding this threat and knowing what to do when a 
tornado is approaching can save lives. Take advantage of Severe Weather Awareness Week to review 
your own and your family's emergency procedures and prepare for weather-related hazards. 
 
 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-preparedness/Pages/alerts-warnings.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-preparedness/Pages/severe-weather-lightning-hail-storms.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-preparedness/Pages/severe-weather-flooding.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-preparedness/Pages/severe-weather-tornadoes.aspx
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-preparedness/Pages/severe-weather-heat.aspx

